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 APRIL 9, 2023   EASTER  10:00 AM   
*Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit

Bold print indicates a unison reading

PRELUDE        Laudation on O Worship the King 

Haydn     Pianist, Roberta Smith 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
We light this candle to ignite our faith in new life. 

HYMN#317   Crown Him with many Crowns 

Verse 1: Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne. Hark! How the 

heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. Awake, my soul, and sing of him 

who died for thee, and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity.    

Verse 2: Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, and rose 

victorious in the strife for those he came to save; his glories now we sing who died 

and rose on high, who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

Verse 3: Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side, rich wounds, yet 

visible above, in beauty glorified; no angels in the sky can fully bear that sight, but 

down-ward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright.  

WELCOME                  Rev. Michael Droege 

CALL TO WORSHIP          Liturgist, Gerald DiAndrea 

This is the day 

hope tiptoes us awake; 

light guides us through the shadows. 

This is the day the Lord 

plants joy in our winter hearts; 

drowns out despair’s cries with laughter.

This is the day the Lord has made 

the day grace does cartwheels in graveyards; 

resurrection wonder outshines the brightest sun; 

an empty tomb fills us with good news.



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

How awesome are your ways, O God! With thanksgiving, we offer praise for the 

work you brought in Christ. In gladness, we thank you for hiding us deeply into his 

sacred life. We bless you for raising us in and with Jesus Christ, giving us the power 

to proclaim with Mary Magdalene, the Risen One, not only with our voices, but 

with our lives. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 

HYMN#288          Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

Verse 1: Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia ! All creation, join to say Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumph high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, 

Alleluia! 

Verse 2: Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, 

Alleluia! Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened paradise, 

Alleluia! 

Verse 4: Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! Following our exalted Head, 

Alleluia! Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the graves, the 

skies, Alleluia!  

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
(All are invited to participate verbally in our prayer of reconciliation) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 



 

  

ANTHEM  You are the Living Word 

Hammond     Wilson Music Collective    

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen  

ANTHEM  He’s Alive 

D. Parton Paige Osborne • Tracey Lynn Haskell 

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE                Matthew May 

GATHERING OF OUR CHILDREN     



SCRIPTURE READING                John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 

the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 

have laid him." 

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 

bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 

Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with 

the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 

Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead.

Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 

the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 

been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, 

why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I 

do not know where they have laid him." 

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 

did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 

him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 

Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 

Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, to my God and your God.'" 

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and 

she told them that he had said these things to her. 



 

 

 

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

SENDING OUR CHILDREN 

SERMON               Rev. Michael Droege 

ANTHEM   

The Rising         

The Rising 

B. Springsteen       Guitar and psalmist, Matthew May 

BLESSING OUR CHILDREN

BENEDICTION   Matthew May  

POSTLUDE       Hallelujah Chorus 
Handel        Pianist, Roberta Smith 



You can call the office for Pastoral assistance at 

(908) 755-5020 or email admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Seminary Intern 

Roberta Smith, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the 

back of the Sanctuary. 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 

Follow us on social media @mywilsonchurch 



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HAPPY EASTER 

EASTER WORSHIP COLLECTIVE 

Singers:  

CJ Carter • Dylan Coker • Angela DellaVentura • Tracey Lynn Haskell 

Matthew May • Paige Osborne • Nancy Scott 

Musicians:  

Judy Herlich (percussion) • Jake Jacus (bass) • Matthew May (guitar) 

Roberta Smith (piano) 

For Prayer: Marge Balcerski • Joe Higgins, and his family • Karen Cito and her 

family • Prayers for peace in places of War.  

Blood Drive: The Wilson Memorial and St Mary’s Covenant Committee will be 

hosting a blood drive in loving memory of Fran Ellis on Saturday May 13th from 

8am-2pm. Registration can be found on our website.  

Save the dates for Homecoming Weekend, September 29- October 1. 

Please note:  

Our Pastor, Rev. Michael Droege, will be on leave until the end of June.  

In his absence, pastoral concerns will be attended to by Matthew May,  

our Seminarian  from Drew Theological School and Rev. Beth Scibenski, a longtime 

friend of Pastor Michael and friend of Wilson.  

Please contact Tina in our office and she will direct your concern. 


